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27 February 2009

Dear Sirs

I would like to object to Option 3 in the recently published local development plan, which calls for 2400 houses to be built in Skelmanthorpe, 800 in Scissett/ Clayton West and the development of nearly 90 acres of land for industrial and commercial purposes on green land.

My objections are:

· The destruction of green land and the green belt surrounding both villages. These green spaces are the very thing that makes this area an attractive place to live, and they should be preserved for future generations.

· This option would more than double the volume of traffic on our already congested roads. With the addition of the industrial areas and the extra housing planned for Holmfirth it is likely traffic would treble. The road system here is already inadequate and since it would be difficult to do much to improve the narrow roads and country lanes, traffic movement would reach breaking point.

· All the traffic from the Holme Valley and Skelmanthorpe areas has to pass through Scissett and Clayton West to reach the M1 at Wakefield or West Breton. Commuter traffic already queues at the Breton roundabout and at the M1 at Calder Grove at peak times. This additional traffic would create problems for the residents of Scissett and Clayton West and cause major queues at the existing bottlenecks.

· Parking is already a problem in the villages with many roads becoming congested with parked vehicles at night and at weekends. Adding housing on this scale would render some roads impassable and make parking for local shops impossible.

· Housing developments on this scale would contribute significantly to the problem of dealing with the surface water from roads and roofs at times of heavy rain. Most run off water in Skelmanthorpe is allowed to flow into the Baildon Dike, as a consequence this already floods at Parkgate and in Scissett at times of heavy rain. Adding water from a further 3200 houses would create a serious risk of flooding.

· The infrastructure does not exist to support this level of development. Everything from schools to medical facilities would need to be expanded, as would supplies of water, gas, electricity and sewage disposal. Skelmanthorpe would be a major building site for years.

· Where is the demand for all this housing and new industry? Our area has relatively low unemployment. There is demand for small numbers of affordable houses, though they never seem to materialise. Our area attracts very few immigrants, as they tend to settle in the larger towns where employment is available. There is no real demand for this level of development. There are certainly few benefits from this proposal for the existing residents in our area.

· All other options call for 500 houses to be built, this figure is also far too high being a growth of nearly 30%. This level of development would also contribute to many of the problems raised above. With the exception of affordable housing building in this area should be very limited.

Yours Sincerely

